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Press release

Lollobrigida: agricultural machinery a key sector

In order to face the new challenges of the primary sector, it is necessary to focus on new-generation technologies in which, says the Minister of Agriculture, Italian industry is at the top of the world. The allocation of NRRP resources and innovation funds is confirmed.

The Italian agricultural machinery industries have favoured the modernisation process of our agriculture and have reached positions of absolute excellence thanks to their ability to develop advanced technologies capable of responding to increasingly complex challenges. Today, agricultural machinery is called upon to face the consequences of climate change and the water crisis, in a context of rising production costs, especially those related to energy, and the need to ensure greater environmental sustainability of production processes. This was emphasised by the Minister of Agriculture, Food Sovereignty and Forestry Francesco Lollobrigida, speaking this afternoon at the conference on "Beyond the economic situation: planning activities, planning investments", organised by FederUnacoma, the association that within Confindustria represents agricultural machinery manufacturers. The conference was held in Varignana (Bologna) at the end of the General Meeting at which the Federation elected its new president, Mariateresa Maschio.
Thanks to the integration of machinery with the latest information and satellite technologies - Lollobrigida noted - we can achieve high performance levels that would have been almost unthinkable just a few years ago, promoting a model of agriculture that is fully sustainable in economic, environmental and social terms. Incentivising and supporting the innovation of our industries is therefore a strategic objective for the country system. With this in mind, the minister confirmed the activation of the resources - amounting to 400 million euro - provided by the NRRP for the development of zero-emission agricultural machinery, with the added allocation of a further 225 million from the innovation fund. "We are committed to creating the conditions for the agricultural sector to make a further leap forward in terms of competitiveness - Lollobrigida emphasised - while maintaining the high level of quality of our agri-food production, which is renowned throughout the world. The minister expressed appreciation for the synergies that the manufacturers' association has activated with universities, agricultural institutes, and high training centres precisely in the field of research and development of innovative technologies.  
[bookmark: OLE_LINK13][bookmark: OLE_LINK14]At the end of his speech, Minister Lollobrigida thanked President Alessandro Malavolti, with whom an important channel of cooperation had been opened in recent months, and who today sees his term as president of the Federation come to an end. Finally, the minister wished the newly elected Maria Teresa Maschio well in her work.
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